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QUESTIONS AT ANY TIME TO CABINET PORTFOLIO HOLDERS 
 

 
Response by the Portfolio Holder: 
 
Thank you for your question.  Powys County Council has pledged to provide homes 
for six families as part of the national Afghan Relocations and Assistance 
Programme (ARAP).  After discussions with housing associations the council has 
been able to increase the previous offer.  
 
The variety and complexity of the needs of the Afghan families, coupled with the 
rural nature of Powys, provides the Council with a number of challenges in scaling 
up provision.  We need to ensure that both housing and support needs are fully met 
so that these families can settle quickly and thrive within their new communities 
when they move to Powys.  In order to meet these challenges, services are able to 
draw on experience from the successful Syrian Vulnerable Persons Relocation 
Project, where the council works in partnership to ensure that wrap around 
accessible support is readily available.  
 
Families recently displaced from Afghanistan are part of a wider and growing need 
from refugee and asylum seeking households.  To this end, Powys County Council is 
also working in partnership with the Welsh Refugee Council and Clearsprings, the 
organisation tasked with finding homes for asylum seekers and secure suitable 
accommodation within the private rented sector. 
 
The response from Powys communities has been tremendous with many offers of 
help.  At this time, we are advising that people make contact with dedicated charities 
who take donations for those arriving in this country. 
 
https://donate.redcross.org.uk/appeal/afghanistan-crisis-appeal 
 
https://mcb.org.uk/community/supporting-afghan-families-arriving-in-the-uk/ 
 
The following charities help those still in Afghanistan. 
 
https://www.rescue-uk.org/ 
 
https://www.tearfund.org/campaigns/afghanistan-emergency-appeal 
 
https://www.unicef.org.uk/donate/donate-and-help-protect-children-in-afghanistan/ 
 
https://www.afghanaid.org.uk/ 
 
As we welcome the first of the Afghan families into Powys over the coming weeks, 
we can assess the individual needs of the families and advise on the most 
appropriate way for Councillors and communities to help and support.  
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